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Commodore’s Corner  

 It’s only April as I write, and the thermometer is 

pretending it’s still winter, but I feel warmer just 

thinking about the summer to come.  The yacht 

club’s 2016 calendar is set (see it later in this 

newsletter) and it’s going to be another full season of 

fun.  The board is working hard on finalizing details, and 

one change is that we will try to reenact the great fun 

had at the dance party on the basketball court put 

together by Paula Reilly and the Centennial committee.  

We are going to turn our traditional Fourth of July band 

concert into a dance party.  The event will feature the 

Leaky Boot Jug band and will be held at 7 PM on the 

basketball court.  We have a couple of raft-ups 

scheduled and some new events under consideration 

that aren’t ready for publication.  On May 29, the Kick-

off celebration will be at the Shrine club and White 

Flour Catering will do the food, so this will be a first 

class affair.  Please remember, because it is catered, we 

can’t accommodate walkups, purchase your tickets to 

the Kickoff in advance.   

Over the course of this winter there has been a behind 

the scenes effort to involve younger people in the yacht 

club.  This effort has been spearheaded by Danny 

Webster, who has enlisted several of his peers to help 

drive new memberships for young adults.  This is 

something we sorely need as a club.  In most years you 

could count on one hand the number of members who 

are under the age 35.  To help with this effort the board 

has established a new $25 membership dues level for 

anyone under 30.  We hope this encourages all young 

Baysiders who may have left the nest to stay connected 

with the NYC.  For those of you with children this is a 

reminder that your membership covers your children 

only up through age 22.  At age 23, they must have their 

own membership.  With the help of Danny’s committee 

we hope to offer more reasons for young adults to join 

along with the reduced membership dues.  I want to 

add here that the NYC board is not against “old” people.  

Some of us are friends with old people, and truth be 

known, some of us may even be old people.  We feel it 

is important for the club to start attracting younger 

folks to participate or we may face extinction someday.  

Another change for the summer of 2017 will be to our 

fee structure for sailing lessons.  We have raised the 

price to $100 per week/$40 per single lesson, and will 

institute a discount for NYC members, reducing the 

price for members to the old $90 per week /$35 per 

single lesson.  At the next board meeting we will discuss 

the idea of offering a members discount on NYC 

clothing and other shameless commerce products as 

well.  

 

For any of you who use the harbor for more than 

swimming, there is a new Sheriff in town.  Gordon Fuller 

has been appointed to the position of Harbormaster for 

the town of Northport.  The town has jurisdiction over 

Bayside village waters, which makes Gordon the new Al 

Keith (for those of you who remember Al, and I hope 

there are many). 

 

I  

Purpose:  To encourage the sport of 
boating and sailing, to promote the 
science of seamanship and navigation, 
and to provide and maintain a suitable 
clubhouse for the recreation and use of 
its members. 
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We have a very big need for new volunteers for the 

coming summer as some of our longer serving 

committee chairs are taking a step back.  We need 

chairpersons for some of the popular events:  the 

Bonfire, Yard sale, Fourth of July Kids games, and a 

social chair.  The social chair can be more than one 

person as we need someone to be in charge of the 

Thursday night cookouts, and perhaps someone else to 

oversee some of the one-time events like the July 

cocktail party and the August Potluck.  Please consider 

stepping up to help keep these events and activities 

going.  If you don’t want to take on a chairpersons job 

we understand, but we hope you will still volunteer to 

help, getting involved is fun.  Please join in to help the 

club make Bayside the special place that it is.    ~ Jim 

Facey 

 

A membership form is included with this newsletter, please mail in your summer 2016 membership or fill it out and 

pay online at www.northportyachtclub.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Short 2015 
Qualifiers Boat  Skipper Best 4 Finishes 

    

 
Joie de Vivre Jake Kelly 1 2 2 3  

 
Mainestay Jim Coughlin 2 2 6 7  

 
Irene Bruce & Cathy Craven 3 4 5 6  

 
Cahoots Huntoon & Brigham 2 2 3 5 

 
Banshee Jim Facey 1 2 4 4  

 
Ceilidh White & Lightner 3 4 5 6  

 
Skedaddle Jon Linn 8 8 7 9 
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Our own Mike Cassidy has been elected Commodore of the Lake Lanier Sailing Club, as reported recently on 

BaysideMaine.com.  Well Mike, Congratulations from the Northport Yacht Club!  Mike is shown below at the installation 

ceremony where he received a print of himself and the Cassidy’s boat, which now hangs in the Lake Lanier clubhouse.  
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Introducing a new Tell-Tale feature – The Questions Corner! 

Emerson Smith is adding a new feature for the Tell-Tale in which he will answer as many sailing questions as he 

can.  Emerson is a Naval Architect who works for the premier racing yacht design firm, Farr Yacht Design in 

Annapolis Maryland.  When he is not at his design desk he can often be found at events like Sail San Diego or Key 

West Race week racing on some of the fastest sailboats made today.  Emerson was the pioneer for the NYC sailing 

school’s current practice of promoting from our pool of young but capable and experienced sailing instructors to be 

the Head Instructor to run the school. 

 
Emerson and family sailing on the Smith’s former boat “Tantrim” 

Questions Corner – by Emerson Smith 

Ever wonder who had right of way at that mark 

rounding?  Where to move your genoa cars when the 

wind picks up?  Do you have questions on tides or wind 

shifts? 

In the 'Questions Corner' of the Tell Tale all your sailing 

related inquiries will be answered.  The goal is to take 

questions and answer them as they come in, but use a 

select few to highlight and answer in depth within the 

next issue of the telltale (all anonymously of 

course).  Questions of all levels and on all topics sailing 

related are welcome.     

Please direct your questions to Emerson Smith 

at QuestionsCorner@gmail.com 

mailto:QuestionsCorner@gmail.com


THE NORTHPORT YACHT CLUB TELL-TALE                    SPRING  2016  
 

 
 

Safety at Sea – Foghorn signal changes 

aine foghorns will no longer automatically 

sound when the fog rolls in.  The machinery 

which has long been used to activate these 

horns had fog sensors.  This equipment is antiquated, 

expensive to maintain, and will no longer be maintained 

by the Coast Guard.  As of May 2016, all fog horns in 

Maine waters will have been converted to use a new 

remote activation system.  The new activation method 

can be used by any mariner nearby with a VHF radio.  To 

activate a foghorn, a mariner must key the mic on his 

VHF radio 5 times in succession (5 times within 10 

seconds) while tuned to Channel 83A.  The fog signals 

then start their sounding cycle, running for up to 60 

minutes following activation, and can be reactivated as 

often as needed.  “The MRASS devices will replace aging 

fog detectors that are prone to failure, expensive to 

maintain, and require specialized training to preserve”, 

said Capt. Michael Baroody, commander of Coast Guard 

Sector Northern New England.  “We believe giving the 

mariner more control is an effective way to enhance the 

coastal aids-to-navigation system.”   

For NYC Sailors this is should be an added incentive to 

keep your VHF radios in good working order, and also to 

have a backup available.  

 

  

NYC Summer 2016 Schedule Notes:  A full NYC calendar is attached to the email that brought you this newsletter. 

  You can also find all NYC events on the BaysideMaine.com calendar and also at www.northportyachtclub.org. .  

Event Highlights 
Kickoff Celebration:  Sunday May 28,  6 PM Shrine club, Northport Ave Belfast.  Catering by White Flour caterers.  

Potluck supper:  Saturday August 13;  Cocktail Party: Saturday July 16;  Yard Sale: Saturday July 30 

Pancake Breakfast: Sunday July 31 Potluck supper:  Saturday August 13; 

Two NYC Raft-ups scheduled:  Sunday July 3,  Friday August 12.  

NYC Cruise:  Monday August 1 through Friday August 5.  

Sailing School will run Monday June 27 through Friday August 12;   Potluck supper  - Saturday August 13.  

John Short race dates:  June 26 (Sunday)  Warm-up race, Race committee organizational meeting beforehand  

   July 3  (Sunday)   JS #1 

   July 9  (Saturday)  JS #2 

   July 17 (Sunday)   JS #3 

   July 23 (Saturday)  JS#4 & #5  **double race day  11 am meeting, 12:30 start 

   July 31 (Sunday)    JS #6 

   August 6  (Saturday   JS #7 

   August 13  (Saturday)  Fun/make-up race 

Around Islesboro Race – September 10 

M 

http://www.northportyachtclub.org/
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Sailing Program 2016 - by Erik Ekberg   

As the new incoming Head Instructor I couldn’t be more 

excited about another summer in Bayside and the NYC 

Sailing Program.  About 13 years ago, my family started 

to vacation in Bayside and my parents thought it would 

be great for me to take some sailing lessons during our 

two week stay in the village.  I fell in love with sailing 

almost immediately and convinced my parents to buy a 

place, which they did a few years later with the 

purchase of our cottage on Griffin Street.  Since then I 

have been able to spend every summer in Bayside and I 

have come up the ranks within the Sailing Program from 

Sailor, Junior Instructor in Training, Instructor, Assistant 

Head Instructor, and now the 2016 Head Instructor.   

 

 
 

I learned a great deal from all the former Head 

Instructors and in particular from Gordon the last 

couple of seasons.  I know with Gordon’s guidance and 

with Mrs. Webster’s help as our registrar we will have 

another successful summer.  As usual, the emphasis is 

on having fun, but along the way the kids will learn 

basic sailing and boating skills with a priority being 

placed on staying safe while on the water.   

  

Like past summers, the highlights of this season will 

include Thursday night racing and our Walter Down’s 

race series.  Every Thursday evening, our young sailors 

can take the tiller and try to outmaneuver their 

competition and cross the finish line in a top spot while 

their parents watch from the clubhouse during NYC’s 

weekly cookout.  The Walter Down’s race series is 

where some of our older sailors, JITs and instructors will 

race and try to earn bragging rights as the next up and 

coming sailors in Bayside. 

 

Additionally, I hope to do more advanced lessons this 

year for some of our kids who want to take their sailing 

to the next level.  We have two 420s that we can utilize 

and allow our sailors to operate this type of boat that is 

typically used at the collegiate racing level.  I have also 

heard through the grapevine that former Head 

Instructor and current professional sailor Emerson 

Smith has volunteered to do some advanced lessons 

and/or seminars on racing tactics, rules, trims etc. in 

late July (stay tuned for details).  

 

As I write this on April 4, 2016 it is snowing hard (what’s 

up with that?) but I know the warm air and summer 

breezes are right around the corner and I look forward 

to seeing everyone at the clubhouse in late June for the 

start of the2016 NYC Sailing Program and another 

summer of sailing on Penobscot Bay.  
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Membership Benefits and Activities Sustained by the Northport Yacht Club 

• Free subscription to the NYC Tell Tale – published twice a year. 
• NYC logo and Bayside logo apparel sales  
• NYC members receive discounts on NYC merchandise and sailing lessons for their families. 
• NYC members receive a 10% discount on most items available at any Hamilton Marine store. 
• NYC members may use the NYC dinghies at the dock. 
• Our waterfront clubhouse has one of the best views from its deck on the Maine Coast – come try it out with 

your morning coffee! 
• Sailing school: perhaps the most important activity of the club.  We provide sailing instruction for over 100 

students every summer.  They learn to sail and race in our Daysailer, 420s and Sonar keelboat fleets at a very 
reasonable cost – all while growing our NYC future! 

• Racing: John Short Big Boat Series, Walter Downs Regattas for kids, Around Islesboro Race, and fun races, as 
the calendar allows. 

• Events: May Kickoff Dinner; July Cocktail Party & General Meeting; Annual Potluck Supper & Meeting, 
Pancake breakfast;  July 4th Kid’s Games, Waterslide and Bonfire; Band Concerts; Boat Parades; Mother of all 
Yard Sales;  Picnics and Cruising trips. 

• Weekend Post-Race Socials, Thursday Evening Pot-Luck and Cookouts, Occasional raft-up parties 
• Charitable funding for: Sailing School scholarships; college scholarships; the Northport Food Pantry; 

Northport Volunteer Fire Department; and other occasional charities. 
• Junior Yacht Club activities (Age 18 and under), the Warren Island trip; Bingo nights, Dances 
• The club is an active advocate and financial supporter of maintenance and improvements to the Bayside 

waterfront. 
• Reciprocity may be available at some other yacht clubs for NYC Members. 
• Of course, NYC always needs VOLUNTEERS to assist in the activities noted above.   Interested in volunteering?   

Please remember to complete your NYC application in full, and indicate how/when you are available to help out. 

2015 – 2016 NYC Board of Directors     
 

Commodore  Jim Facey jim.facey@gmail.com  

Vice Commodore  Lindsay Huntoon lah.huntoon@gmail.com  

Rear Commodore  Gordon Fuller  patriot@myfairpoint.net 

Fleet Captain Billy Haverty  havertyj@comcast.net  

Treasurer  Rob Smit  robertpsmit@gmail.com 

Secretary  Jim Ross jimrosstn@gmail.com  

Director  Craig Brigham  brighambrothers@gmail.com  

Director  Eric Ekberg  ericekberg@comcast.net  

Director  Dave Witherill penbaydw@gmail.com 

Director  Art Hall arthall123@gmail.com 

Director  Elaine Smith elucesmith@aol.com 
 

  
 
 

 
  

 

mailto:jim.facey@gmail.com
mailto:lah.huntoon@gmail.com
mailto:robertpsmit@gmail.com
mailto:jimrosstn@gmail.com
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Editor’s note: the following article is reprinted verbatim from the November 2015 issue of Maine Seniors magazine.  It is 

an interview with the NYC’s own Fred Kelly, a stalwart member of the club to this day and a fine example of what Tom 

Brokaw aptly dubbed the “greatest generation”.  Fred now lives in Bath Maine year round, but he and his wife Priscilla 

spent several decades summering in Bayside.  Fred’s son Jim and his wife Sharlene and their sons Jake and Charlie still 

summer in Bayside and have inherited Fred’s devotion to the Northport Yacht Club. 

 

 Frederick Clyde Kelly  in WW II - by LC Van Savage 

 

t was 1923 when Frederick Clyde Kelly was 

born on July 14 in Taftsville, Vermont and 

only 18 years later when he would enlist 

while in his Freshman (and only) year at 

Middlebury College in Vermont.  He wanted to 

join the Army Air Corps as it was called back 

then.  This young man, as did so many at that 

time, really wanted to fly.    

He was called up for preflight training at the San 

Antonio (Texas) Aviation Cadet Center.  It took a 

full year to train men back then at three 

different Air Force bases.  Kelly graduated in 

May of 1943 with his pilot’s wings, at 19 a 

commissioned Second Lieutenant.  Just before 

going overseas at age 20, Fred married Priscilla 

Bryant in Topeka, Kansas.  Priscilla was a year 

older that Fred.  He had to lie about his age to 

get his mother’s consent.  He and Priscilla 

would remain happily married for 60 years and 

would have three daughters and one son.   

Shortly thereafter Fred ended up in B-24 

bombers ready and more than willing to fly off 

into the wild blue yonder.  

“Back then,” says Fred, “the choices were 

bombers or fighters.  I’d begun with B-17’s and 

went to B-24’s and from then on I was ready to 

do whatever the Army wanted me to do.  I 

began training in those famous bombers.”  In 

November of ’43, Fred and his new Army Air 

Corps buddies were shipped overseas in Air 

Transport Command planes.  “I wish they’d 

allowed us to fly overseas in our B-24’s” he says 

with the wistfulness only a young, eager soldier 

could feel, “ but they didn’t.”  Bad weather 

plagues that flight so they landed in Presque Isle 

Maine.  “There was a Howard Johnson 

restaurant nearby,” he recalls “and we’d go 

there for some fancy food we could not get at 

the mess hall.  I remember looking out of a 

window and seeing a tall control tower, the old 

fashioned type on girders and stilts and I 

marveled at its height.  I remember thinking it 

must be a cool place to work, never dreaming 

that after the war I’d end up working in that 

very same control tower.   

Eventually the squadron was flown to Goose 

Bay, Labrador and they then flow on to 

Prestwick, Scotland.  These eager young men 

were now officially overseas!  “Yeah, we were 

really on our way, getting close to the war at 

long last.  Was I scared?  Hell no!   I was 20! Life 

was a lark!  I was making more money than I’d 

ever made in my whole life!”  

I 
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Fred Kelly (arm on the windshield) in 1943 at the Army Air Corps base in Casper Wyoming.

At Alconbury, England Fred and the young, 

bored, well-trained flyers didn’t lack for fun.  

One pilot names Frank MacDonald with Fred as 

co-pilot, commandeered a light plane and 

buzzed around the airport, chased men, “and 

once a shovel was thrown at us, red lights were 

flashing to get us to stop as we raced by but 

didn’t of course.  We just went ape!”  “When 

we landed , Major St. Care was waiting for us.  

Uh Oh!  After maiking us stand at attention for 

four or five minuites he looked up and said: 

“There is no doubt in my mind at all that you 

two are the hottest pilots I the entire 8th Air 

Force, and isn’t it a crime you can’t save your 

skills for the enemy?  And if your squadron 

commander doesn’t Court Martial you, I sure as 

hell will.  DISMISSED!!!”  We left the room but 

didnlt really believe him.  Later, he asked us 

why the hell we’d done that, so we explained 

we had a burning need to let off pent up 

tensions, and the Major was gracious enough to 

advise us of a couple of other less dangerous 

ways we might try to do that instead of stealing 

a plane and endangering people. “  

Soon Fred Kelly and the crew were oce again 

flying after finding out they were assigned to a 

very special OSS (Office of Strategic Services, a 

precursor to the CIA) operation.  The mission 

was to “fly over France at a very low level of 

800 feet, carrying large containers of supplies 

which we were to drop by parachute.  We had 

no idea what they contained because they 

never told us; money, food, medical supplies, 

bombs, maybe even spies!”  Yes, spies were 

dropped into the French Underground, and 

they were ferequently women who had 

volunteered for the job.  Male soldiers were 

often shot instantly when captured ut 

apparently not women although the fates that 

awaited them may have been worse.  

“We’d also drop thousands of propaganda 

leaflets (which were oddly called ‘Nickels’ 

lthough I don’t know why), t o fool the Germans 

into thinking that was our mission and to hide 
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the fact we were dropping large parachuted 

containers.” 

“We’d fly up high to where machine guns could 

not reach us and then would come in low at 800 

feet to make the drop.  We knew to look for 

signal of light – any kind, bonfire, flashlights,  

lanterns,and then they’d send up one lit-up 

letter.  We’d see the letter and would drop the 

canisters. “ 

 
A model of Fred Kelly’s plane 

Eventually, on their fifth mission, Fred’s plane 

was shot down by anti-aircraft fire over 

Occupied France and his ware adventure began 

in earnest.  It was March 3rd, 1944.  The aircraft 

was beginning to burn “and I really wanted to 

bail out but we had to get the plan up higher so 

we could do that.  I told the crew to check their 

parachites but we were so low there was no 

chance of out so our pilot nudged the plane to 

the ground where it caught fire.”  On impact 

Fred was thrown halfway through the 

windshield, badly hurt and burned too.  His 

parachute backpack kept him lodged in the 

windshield while he struggled to undo the 

straps.  The plane was in flames.  He could hear 

his crew screaming at him to get out and he 

finally did.  Out of eight crew members, only 

one was killed – a loss Fred still deeply  regrets.  

“Four of us walked away from that horrendous 

crash.  My head was injured, my face and hands 

were burned, I had a broken rib and for those 

injuries I got the Purple Heart, which to me,” he 

says with some emotion, “was cheating.  These 

were minor wounds that could heal when other 

fellas lost arms and legs and worse.  I did not 

deserve the Purple Heart”.  (a most modest 

man, he does not speak of also being awarded 

the Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal 

plus “lots of other medals.”)  After the crash, 

this small band of brothers collapsed into a 

ravine in the snow and they slept.  

“Luckily, we had well-supplied escape kits.  It 

was cold and we began to walk, but only at 

night.  We found a small town, went into a hay 

barn and hid there.  A young girl came in to 

collect eggs and we jumped out and grabbed 

her.  She was so frightened she nearly fainted 

but in very broken French we assured her we 

would not hurt her but that we desperately 

needed food and shelter.  She recovered from 

her fright and ran to get her mother who fed us 

salt pork sandwiches and oh my, they were 
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wonderful!  We found the French would be 

willing to feed us what they could spare, but 

could not take us into their homes for fear the 

Nazis would discover us and they’d kill everyone 

involved.” 

The group kept traveling by night and found 

another town and another barn with a farmer 

working close by.  Fred told his colleagues he’d 

ask the man for help.  The farmer was hesitant 

but when he saw all four American flyers, he 

took them straight down the main street and 

into a home where they were fed beef stew, 

and given identity cards and passes to the 

French Underground.  Germans were 

everywhere.  Sometimes a German soldier 

would come to a house begging for food, eggs, 

something, but the farmer family said they 

didn’t have anything to give them.  This French 

family allowed the Americans to stay with them 

briefly and never once told the Germans about 

them.  “The French Underground were brave 

during that war,” says Fred.  No one will ever 

know how brave.” 

These good people gave the men civilian 

clothing and taught them how to say bonjour 

properly, advised them not to speak to anyone 

or their nationality would be discovered, gave 

them tickets and put them on a train that took 

them over the border to Spain.  They were six 

now, two other flyers having joined them, but 

they knew six would be too noticeable a group, 

so they split up – three and three.   

“The Spanish people were for the most part 

kind to us”, says Fred, “but once again we were 

running by night and sleeping where we could 

by day.  No one back home knew where I was or 

even if I was still alive.  Although eventually I 

was able to get a letter out to Priscilla who, she 

tells me, went running up and down the street 

waving the letter and screaming He’s alive! He’s 

alive!; and indeed I was!” 

“We eventually ended up in Pamplona, and I 

confess we raised a little hell there compliments 

of the United States Embassy.  I have so many 

memories, so many experiences to recall, but 

most of all I think very often about the way te 

French and to a degree the Spanish people 

helped us along the way. Often putting 

themselves at terrible risk.  I’ll nevere forget 

that, never.”  Fred and his Army Air Force 

buddies depended on the kindness of strangers 

in order to survive, and they were never denied.  

They were shown humanity at a time when 

inhumanity was rampant and Fred knows the 

honor of experiencing that.   

 
Fred today, note the Top Gun and Bayside videos on 

the shelf in the background 

While missingin action, Fred was promoted to 

First Lieutenant.  He was finally on his way 

home in 1944 in a C-47.  When the big plane 

landed in Washington DC, Fred dropped down 

and kissed the tarmac.  Soon after he was 

discharged at Fort Devon, Massachusetts, was 

reunited with Priscilla and their daughter, and 
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was sent to Bangor Maine where he want to 

work for Northeast Airlines for $35 a week – 

and was thrilled to get it.   

Today Fred lives at the beautiful Plant Home in 

Bath, Maine and the memories of his war 

expericences ared so special to him that he 

wants the song “The Wild Blue Yonder” to be 

sung at his funeral.  

For Fred Kelly, his WW II experiences “weren’t 

so bad” because he, then as now, had a positive 

outlook on life, but down deep, where it really 

hurts, he grieves for those who lost so much 

and suffered, and he knows it was exceedingly 

bad for them, and he deeply respects them and 

remembers.

 

 

Jim Kelly, with Sharlene & their twins picnicking in Bayside circa 2001. Thank God for the kindness of strangers! (see article above) 
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Author!  Author! 

There are two new authors in our midst, a father and 

son no less.  Bob and Dave Witherill, both former NYC 

Commodores, have each completed a new book this 

year.  Bob reports neither of them knew of the other’s 

intentions until the books were nearly finished.  The 

authors will hold a book signing at the Kickoff 

Celebration on May 29.  Both books are available at the 

Nautical Scribe in Belfast as well as online at 

www.nauticalscribebooks.com.  

 
Bob Witherill (center) cracks up the audience at the NYC 75

th
 

anniversary celebration.  

The elder Witherill is also the longest serving NYC 

member.  He became a member at the founding in 

1939, remaining active ever since.  Bob’s book is called 

‘Steamboat Memories – Penobscot Bay’.  Of his work he 

says “It is about a more relaxed period of life, when you 

could board a ship in Belfast, Camden, or Rockland, and 

wake up in Boston ready for a day at work.  It is about 

the boats, both big and small, engines, captains, and 

crews, and the different things, (sometimes funny) that 

happened to them.  

 A steamboat docks at Northport Landing (Bayside). 

  I wrote the book because it is an eighty year segment 

of local maritime history that might be lost.  I 

interviewed five captains in writing the book and they 

are all gone now.  As yacht club members know, I have 

had strong interest in the steamboats for much of my 

life.  Interesting that Jean traveled from Boston on the 

largest and I traveled across the Penobscot River on the 

smallest!” 

 
A synopsis of Dave’s book in the author’s words follows: 
“Sea of Life to a Sea of Dreams is a book about a voyage 
that my wife Gail and I took to the Bahamas from Maine 
aboard our Sabre 34 sloop Pathfinder.  Spliced through 
various chapters are short “sea stories” from my past as 
a merchant mariner traveling to various ports in the 
world. The book is intended to take a person on an 
‘armchair adventure’ down the east coast of the US, 
with cruising stops in Chesapeake Bay and through the 
Intracoastal Waterway to Miami.  From there the 
voyage crosses the Gulf Stream on the way to Nassau 
before exploring the Exuma chain of cays, with a return 
north via the Abacos.  The book should be of interest to 
anyone who enjoys boating or travel stories, and for 
those who dream of taking their boat on a voyage to 
“tropical islands” and want to see how it can be done 
on a typical coastwise cruising sail or powerboat. 

 
I came to write the book after encouragement from a 
number of people who read my internet blog that I 
wrote while on the trip.  Although parts of the book are 
from the blog, most of it has been re-written, and the 
stories from my shipping days are all new.  When 
preparing for our trip I found it very helpful to read 
accounts of others who had gone before me, and I hope 
that the book will be the catalyst for another cruiser to 
head south and explore!

http://www.nauticalscribebooks.com/
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hanks to all who are receiving the Tell-Tale electronically.   If you do not receive the e-version and would 
prefer that choice (the pictures are in color!), please send an email to jimrosstn@gmail.com and we will be 
happy to oblige.  It’s a win-win if you elect this format – it costs over $1.00 to print and mail each Tell Tale 
while email is free.  You will be support a greener environment and help us make publishing extremely 

economical!  
 We also now offer the ease of completing your membership application on line utilizing PayPal.  Check it out at 

www.northportyachtclub.org . 

T 

Contact us: 
 

The Northport Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 957 

Belfast, ME 04915 
 

 
www.northportyachtclub.org 

 

 
 

Bayside Marine 
 

Marine & Mooring Services 
 

Serving the Bayside Community  
since the turn of the Century 

 

Scott F. Munroe 
207-323-4565 

email:baysidemarine@roadrunner.com 
 

mailto:jimrosstn@gmail.com
http://www.northportyachtclub.org/
http://www.northportyachtclub.org/


THE NORTHPORT YACHT CLUB TELL-TALE              SPRING 2016                

 



THE NORTHPORT YACHT CLUB TELL-TALE              SPRING 2016                

Announcing the 2016 

N o r t h p o r t  Y a c h t  C l u b  
~Annual  Kick-Off  Celebrat ion ~  

Sunday May 29 t h  ~  6:00PM 
 

at  
  

The Shrine Club –  Belfast, Maine 
8 5 Nor thp ort  Av en ue,  Belfa st  

 
featuring 

 
Heavy Hors d’ Oeuvres, carving station and more 

 $ 30.00 per person,  Cash Bar  

 
To secure your place, reservations must be made and payment must be received no 
later than Saturday May 21st.  Please complete the order form below and return 
with payment payable to:  

The Northport Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 957 

Belfast, ME 04915 
 

IMPORTANT- Reservation and payment confirmation will be sent to you via email, which will 
serve as your confirmation.  Please be sure to include your email. 

 
N Y C  201 6  K i c k - O f f  E v e n t  O r d e r  F o r m   

Name: email address: 
# Tickets                               @$30.00 ea. Total enclosed:     $ 
My payment is for the following attendees (list names) 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  

  


